
 
 

 

 

 

Many thanks to all parents and carers for your ongoing commitment to, and 
perseverance with, remote learning.  With so many people now working 
from home, we are acutely aware of the conflicting pressures on families and 
remain very grateful for your support and best endeavours. 
 

In this edition, we have included information from recent research on home 
learning which makes interesting reading.  Such research has guided our 
approach to date and we will continue to reflect and review. 
 

The Prime Minister is likely to make an announcement on Monday 22nd 
February and we will be keen to learn of any additional control measures 
which may need to be put in place.  Arrangements for Lockdown 3 have been 
more stringent (particularly in terms of social distancing and the increased 
use of face coverings) and Lateral Flow Device testing is available to staff and 
pupils at secondary (on the school site) and to all primary school staff via 
home testing kits. 
 

The consultation on 2021 examinations at Key Stage 4 
and 5 has now closed and we await the outcome.  We 
have lobbied hard to ensure a process which 
recognises the professional expertise of teachers and 
which reflects the genuine improvements being made 
by pupils in the 2021 cohorts.  We would welcome 
external moderation and scrutiny as part of this 
process, rather than a reliance on algorithms which 
ignore the evidence base of pupils’ current work and 
achievements. 
 

And finally, the snowy scenes are from our schools.  I 
understand there was also an igloo, but it escaped our 
camera!   
 

Yours sincerely 

Karen Grimes 
 On behalf of the John Milton Academy Trust 
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1. Remote Learning:  Top Ten Steps 
 
There is a growing body of research on remote learning, some of which has been presented by Ofsted.  We have 
taken note of this in developing the steps below.  If you have any questions or queries relating to remote 
education, please contact your child’s school and staff will be pleased to help. 
 
JMAT Schools: 
 

● We have endeavoured to align the school’s standard curriculum (prior to lockdown) with our remote 
provision. The content is broadly comparable to the curriculum which would have been taught through 
face-to-face learning 
 

● We have reviewed schemes of work and identified the key areas of knowledge which pupils need to 
acquire, thus avoiding “knowledge overload” during the lockdown period 
 

● We have ensured that the curriculum for each school provides “blended” learning opportunities, 
combining live lessons with online material, pre-recorded sessions and printed resources 
 

● We have a number of tried and tested online platforms available to pupils to enhance communication 
between teachers and classes and to facilitate the delivery of “live” lessons 
 

● We have used high quality resources (including Oak Academy) to aid pupils’ learning.  (Oak Academy will 
remain available and will be used during the transition to full opening)  
 

● We have created as much parity as possible between the curriculum for pupils attending school and the 
curriculum available through home learning 
 

● We have distributed laptops, devices and routers to as many pupils as possible to support home learning. 
(We may have more technology available, so if your household would benefit from additional devices, 
please let your school know as soon as possible) 
 

● We have regular virtual meetings with staff to ensure that everything is staying on track. There is quality 
assurance in place to look not only at how well pupils are engaging, but in how well they are learning 
 

● We have published curriculum information for each key group, together with feedback and assessment 
details and named contacts for each year group 
 

● We have established safe and effective practice through our “Remote Education Charter” and are in the 
process of updating our Remote Education Policy (originally published in September 2020 as the Flexible 
Learning Policy) 
 
 

 
  

4G Routers 
 

The 4G routers provided to households with little or no internet 
connectivity will continue to work until July.  
 

As there is a limit to their usage per month, it is advised that they are 
used to participate in classes and complete school work only.  
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2. SEND Specialist Units 
 

 
Mulberry Stowupland 
 

We are pleased to announce that planning permission has been granted and the 
building works are now out to tender.  The aim is to start work at Easter and to finish in 
time for a September start.  This is a relatively small project (single storey - comprising 
two classrooms, group rooms and cloakroom facilities) and disruption should be 
minimal, with the main groundworks being completed during the holiday period. 
 

Many thanks to everyone who participated in the consultation.  We were genuinely heartened by the feedback 
and comments which demonstrated very strong support for our vision and values and for the development of the 
units at both schools.   It is absolutely clear that parents/carers feel there is insufficient provision for learners with 
special needs and that the Mulberry Units will allow siblings to attend school together. 
 
Mulberry Consultations 
 
 

Please find below some responses to the principal queries raised the online survey. 
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The information provided thus far is rather 
generic.  Will there be a chance to know more 
details, particularly relating to how pupils in the 
units will integrate with other learners? ⇨ 

All pupils in the Mulberry Units will be on the school 
roll and will be valued members of the school 
community.  Numbers will be phased initially (to 
ensure a smooth integration) and we hope to be able 
to provide more operational information during the 
summer term through a presentation (virtual or 
face-to-face).  

Such a unit would be an important addition, but 

given the needs of the area, and current lack of 

provision in early education, should this be the 

priority?  

⇨ 

This is a really important point.  As a Trust, we always 
want to respond to the needs of the locality and we 
have been exploring a number of options over the 
past 18 months and developing business plans which 
are financially secure.  The Mulberry projects, 
however, are fully financed by Suffolk County Council 
with funds that have already been approved.  Whilst 
the Mulberry units have wonderful benefits to the 
schools and all their learners, they are cost neutral to 
the Trust.  It is our hope that the Mulberry Units will 
be in addition to other projects which are being 
developed at  our schools. 

The knowledge and understanding of what is 

needed for those with Special Educational Needs, 

comes from listening, hearing and acting on the 

information they freely give us. Will this happen? 
⇨ 

The Mulberry Units are part of Suffolk’s Strategy for 
SEND provision and a number of organisations have 
been actively involved in developing this County-wide 
programme.  SENDAT, our partner Trust, is highly 
experienced in both listening and responding to the 
pupil voice and ensuring that pupil needs are met. 

Will the units be developed at the expense of 

local facilities and amenities? 

 

 

 

 

⇨ 

Parents, carers and pupils at Stowupland will know 
that there are extensive grounds and green space at 
the school.  Sport England received details of the 
project, but no objections were received. 
 

At Mendlesham, the Parish Council has run its own 
consultation and the Trust will fully respect any 
decision made. 



 

 

3. Supporting Parents Helpfinder (Young Minds)    
 

Times are tough for many people right now.  Parents find themselves pulled in many different directions and 
children may be struggling being in the house for so much longer than usual. 
 

A mixture of concern about Covid, working from home and having children at home, along with a possible 
financial impact make for a stressful household. 
 

Young Minds have created a useful 'Supporting Parents Helpfinder'.  By answering six questions, parents can find 
out how to support their child's mental health during the 
pandemic (and beyond). 
 

Find the help finder here: Supporting Parents Helpfinder 

 

 
 
 
 
4. Vacancies 
 

 

Vacancies for teaching and support posts are usually advertised on the 

Suffolk Jobs Direct, school and Trust websites (please see below) 

 
The Trust is currently advertising for the following new posts within our Central Team: 

 

● Director of Operations and Finance 
● Operations and Facilities Manager 
● Trust Management Accountant 

 

Trust Vacancies 
 

or contact the JMAT Centre on enquiries@johnmiltonacademytrust.co.uk  or 01449 742422. 

 
John Milton Academy Trust safeguards and promotes the welfare of students and requires all staff and visitors to 

share this commitment.  An enhanced DBS check is required for all successful applicants. 
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https://youngminds.org.uk/supporting-parents-helpfinder/
https://www.johnmiltonacademytrust.co.uk/trust-vacancies/
mailto:enquiries@johnmiltonacademytrust.co.uk
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Snowy excitement at Mendlesham! 
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To contact the Schools or Trust: 

 Email:   Tel:   Website:  

Bacton admin@bacton-pri.suffolk.sch.uk 01449 781367 https://www.bacton-pri.suffolk.sch.uk/  

Cedars Park admin@cedarspark.suffolk.sch.uk 01449 778230 https://www.cedarspark.suffolk.sch.uk/ 

Mendlesham admin@mendleshamschool.org.uk 01449 766224 https://www.mendlesham.suffolk.sch.uk/ 

Stowupland enquiries@stowuplandhighshool.co.uk 01449 674826 https://www.stowuplandhighschool.co.uk/ 

JMAT enquiries@johnmiltonacademytrust.co.uk 01449 742422 https://www.johnmiltonacademytrust.co.uk/ 

https://www.bacton-pri.suffolk.sch.uk/
https://www.cedarspark.suffolk.sch.uk/
https://www.mendlesham.suffolk.sch.uk/
https://www.stowuplandhighschool.co.uk/
https://www.johnmiltonacademytrust.co.uk/

