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From   the   Trust  
 

We   had   fully   intended   to   send   this   update   out   in   August,   but   numerous   changes   to   guidelines   have   led   to   some  
delays   -   many   thanks   for   bearing   with   us.    We   are   now   able   to   provide   links   to   updated   informa�on   -   par�cularly  
for   transport.      Parents/carers   will   also   be   aware   of   the   current   debate   rela�ng   to   face   coverings.    Although   JMAT  
schools    are   not   in   areas   of   concern   or   interven�on,   the   subject   of   face   masks   is   being   given   ac�ve   considera�on  
and   schools   will   relay   the   decision   made   as   soon   as   possible   and   certainly   prior   to   the   return   next   week.    Please  
note   that   any   decision   is   likely   to   affect   students   of   secondary   age   only.  
 

Although   much   of   this   newsle�er   is   about   the   term   ahead,   we   would   like   to   pass   on   congratula�ons   to   those  
students   who   received   their   grades   at   Key   Stage   4   and   5   in   August.    Amidst   all   the   controversy   (well   docu mented  
in   the   media)   there   were   staggered   arrangements   at   Stowupland   for   collec�ng   results   and   some   lovely   weather,  
so    many   staff   and   students   were   able   to   see   and   speak   to   each   other   in   person   for   the   first   �me   since   the   March  
lockdown.    As   stated   in   the   press   release:  
 

“This   has   been   a   quite   extraordinary   year   for   students,   families   and   teachers.   Despite   every   setback   -  
including   the   very   late   announcement   regarding   BTECs-   young   people   are   demonstra�ng   remarkable   resilience  
and   I   have   nothing   but   praise   and   admira�on   for   Stowupland   students   and   their   very   creditable   achievements”.  

 
Decora�ng   and   cleaning   ac�vi�es   are   entering   their   final   phase   and   all   internal   building   projects   should   be  
completed   by   the   end   of   the   week.    Schools   are   about   so   much   more   than   the   buildings,   though,   and   everyone   is  
looking   forward   to   welcoming   pupils   through   the   door   -    from   our   youngest   recruits   joining   EYFS   to   our   new  
post-16   cohort.    Although   there   are   “bubbles”   and   different   ways   of   working,   there   will   also   be   much   that   is  
familiar.    It   is   certainly   our   hope   that   all   schools   will   begin   to   feel   like   schools   again!  
 
  Best   wishes   

Kar��   Gri���  
  John   Milton   Academy   Trust  
 

To   contact   the   Schools   or   Trust:  

 Email:    Tel:    Website:   

Bacton  admin@bacton-pri.suffolk.sch.uk  01449   781367  h�ps://bactonprimary.wpengine.com/  

Cedars   Park  admin@cedarspark.suffolk.sch.uk  01449   778230  h�ps://www.cedarspark.suffolk.sch.uk/  

Mendlesham  admin@mendleshamschool.org.uk  01449   766224  h�ps://www.mendlesham.suffolk.sch.uk/  

Stowupland  enquiries@stowuplandhighshool.co.uk  01449   674826  h�ps://www.stowuplandhighschool.co.uk/  

JMAT  enquiries@johnmiltonacademytrust.co.uk  01449   742422  h�ps://www.johnmiltonacademytrust.co.uk/  
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1. Autumn   Term   Arrangements  
 

Schools   are   making   the   final   adjustments   and   adding   the   final   detail   to   arrangements   for   the   start   of   the   term.  
There   are   two   training   days   across   all   JMAT   schools   so   that   we   are   all   fully   prepared   for   the   return   of   pupils   from  
Monday   7th   September   onwards.  
 

Schools   will   be   sending   out   specific   informa�on   to   parents/carers   and   keeping   in   very   regular   contact   in   the   weeks  
ahead.    The   Department   for   Educa�on   is   emphasising   that   a�endance   at   school   is   now   compulsory   (apart   from  
medical   exemp�ons)   so   if   you   have   any   concerns   at   all   regarding   your   child   coming   to   school,   please   do   discuss  
these   with   the   school   so   that   we   can   plan   a   way   forward.   
 

One   recent   development   over   the   summer   has   been   the   recommenda�on   to   move   to   cashless   catering.    If   pupils  
and   staff   do   not   have   to   handle   money,   this   will   reduce   the   risk   of   any   infec�on   further.    All   schools   have   a   cashless  
solu�on   that   will   enable   pupils   to   be   able   to   con�nue   to   have   school   lunch   if   they   would   like   to,   but   will   avoid  
money   -   par�cularly   coins   -   being   handled.    Again,   this   informa�on   will   be   communicated   to   you   via   your   child’s  
school   as   arrangements   will   vary   -   at   least   for   the   first   part   of   the   term.  
 

It   is   inevitable   that   ques�ons   may   surface   during   the   first   few   days   and   weeks   -   please   do   contact   your   school   with  
any   queries.   
 
 

2. Travelling   to   School   
 

Face   coverings   on   Transport  
Most   children   and   young   people   aged   11   and   above   are   now   required   to   wear   a  
face   covering   on   public   transport.    This   does   not   apply   to   children   and   young  
people   who:  

● have   a   disability   that   means   they   cannot   wear   a   face   covering  
● would   find   wearing   a   face   covering   severely   distressing  
● are   travelling   with   someone   who   relies   on   lip   reading   to   communicate  

 

The   government   advises   that   children   and   young   people   aged   11   and   over   also   wear   a   face   covering   when  
travelling   on   dedicated   transport   to   secondary   school,   apart   from   those   who   are   exempt   (see   above).    Please   note  
that   Suffolk   County   Council   is   reinforcing   this   message   and   recommending   that   pupils   wear   a   face   covering  
when   they   are   travelling   on   dedicated   school   transport   (please   see   poster   below).   
 

If   your   child   needs   to   share   a   car   to   school   with   someone   outside   their   support   bubble   or   household,   they   should:  
● share   with   the   same   people   each   �me  
● open   the   windows   for   ven�la�on  
● if   they   are   over   the   age   of   11,   wear   a   face   covering  

 

If   your   child   has   been   wearing   a   face   covering   before   arriving   at   school,   they   must   understand   how   to   remove   it  
and   how   to   keep   it   or   dispose   of   it   safely.   
 

Children   and   young   people   must:  
● clean   their   hands   before   and   a�er   travelling   to   or   from   their   school   or   college  
● put   any   temporary   face   coverings   they   may   have   been   wearing   in   a   covered   bin  
● place   reusable   face   coverings   in   a   plas�c   bag   that   they   can   take   home   with   them  
● clean   their   hands   again   before   heading   to   their   classroom  

 

Website   Links  
School   Travel   -   for   the   most   up-to-date   informa�on   from   the   Local   Authority   please   visit:  
h�ps://www.suffolkonboard.com/school-travel/#tab-8662  
 

And   the   link   to   their   COVID-19   FAQs   sec�on   is   here:  
School   travel   /   Bus   (ge�ng   to   school,   college   or   sixth   form)   /   Coronavirus   FAQs  
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3. Department    for   Educa�on   Guidance  
There   have   been   so   many   different   publica�ons   that   parents/carers   may   not   have   seen   the   most   recent  
informa�on.     The   document   below   covers   a   number   of   different   topics   and   references   some   helpful   agencies   and  
online   resources.   DfE   link:  
    What   parents   and   carers   need   to   know   about   early   years   providers,   schools   and   colleges   in   the   autumn   term  
 
 
4. Public   Health   England   Flowcharts  
 

We   are   extremely   fortunate   to   be   living   and   working   in   an   area   of   the   country   where   the   infec�on   rate   is   one   of  
the   lowest   and   this   is   a   situa�on   which   we   all   want   to   maintain.    We   were   successful   in   managing   the   situa�on   up  
to   the   March   lockdown   and   all   sites   remained   in   opera�on   during   wider   opening.     We   are   very   aware,   therefore,  
of   the   control   measures   which   need   to   be   in   place.    However,   in   the   event   of   a   suspected   or   confirmed   case   of  
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COVID-19,   we   will   follow   the   chart   produced   by   Public   Health   England   (reproduced   below)   and   we   are   maintaining  
close   contact   with   the   Local   Authority.  
 

 
 

4  


