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From   the   Trust  
 

We   have   loved   seeing   greater   numbers   of   pupils   back   in   school.    EYFS,   Year   1   and   Year   6   pupils   returned   a�er   May  
half-term   with   Year   10   and   Year   12   students   following   in   mid-June.    With   wider   opening   well   established   for   the  
primary   phase,   the   Government   has   encouraged   more   year   groups   to   return   where   accommoda�on   and   staffing  
permits   and   we   are   pleased   to   report   that   all   JMAT   primary   schools   have   made   par�cular   arrangements   for   the  
final   three   days   of   the   academic   year   (details   on   page   3).  
 

We   are   also   very   much   aware,   however,    that   the   last   �me   some   students   were   able   to   a�end   school   was   Friday  
March   20th.   Year   11   and   Year   13   students   in   par�cular   have   not   been   able   to   experience   the   customary   events  
and   fes�vi�es   to   mark   their   �me   at   school   and   we   fully   appreciate   that   this   will   not   have   been   easy.    Mrs   Walden  
is   liaising   with   us   here   at   the   Trust   and   we   hope   to   be   working   with   current   Year   11   and   Year   13   student  
representa�ves   in   the   near   future   to   plan   some   fi�ng   celebra�ons   as   lockdown   eases.  
 

Learning    -   whether   at   home   or   at   school   -   has   con�nued   throughout   COVID   and   there   have   been   some   magical  
moments   to   share.   The   virtual   sports   day   at   Cedars,   with   amazing   feats   performed   in   back   gardens   and   words   of  
support   and   encouragement   from   some   very   famous   names.    See   the   link   here:     Special   Messages!   
 
At   Mendlesham,   Year   6   learners   s�ll   managed   to   perform   an   end   of   term   play   -   Ahoy   There!    
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https://www.cedarspark.suffolk.sch.uk/special-messages/


 

 
 
A nd   Year   6   pupils   at   Bacton   celebrated   their   last   day   with   an   annual   each   and   the   tradi�onal   leavers’   hoody!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This   may   not   be   a   tradi�onal   summer   break   for   many   of   us,   but   hopefully   there   will   be   some   good   weather   and  
the   chance   to   see   family   and   friends   again.    We   trust   that   everyone   will   be   able   to   stay   safe   and   well   over   the   next  
six   weeks.    There   will   be   a   further   Trust   update   over   the   summer   period,   but   we   are   looking   forward   to   opening   all  
doors   to   all   learners   in   September!  
 

 
Best   wishes   

Kar��   Gri���  
  John   Milton   Academy   Trust  
 
 

To   contact   the   Schools   or   Trust:  

 Email:    Tel:    Website:   

Bacton  admin@bacton-pri.suffolk.sch.uk  01449   781367  h�ps://bactonprimary.wpengine.com/  

Cedars   Park  admin@cedarspark.suffolk.sch.uk  01449   778230  h�ps://www.cedarspark.suffolk.sch.uk/  

Mendlesham  admin@mendleshamschool.org.uk  01449   766224  h�ps://www.mendlesham.suffolk.sch.uk/  

Stowupland  enquiries@stowuplandhighshool.co.uk  01449   674826  h�ps://www.stowuplandhighschool.co.uk/  

JMAT  enquiries@johnmiltonacademytrust.co.uk  01449   742422  h�ps://www.johnmiltonacademytrust.co.uk/  
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1. End   of   Term   Arrangements  
 

At   present,   a�endance   at   school   is   not   compulsory,   although   this   will   all   change   for   September   2020.    In   the  
primary   phase,   there   is   the   op�on   to   open   more   widely   where   circumstances   allow,   and   all   JMAT   schools   are  
providing   three   days   for   other   learners   at   the   end   of   this   term.    Secondary   school   provision   will   remain   focused   on  
key   workers,   specific   groups,   Year   10   and   Year   12   students.  
 

Thursday   16th   July   Final   day   in   school   for   EYFS,   Year   1   and   Year   6   learners  

Friday   17th   July  Deep   cleaning   at   all   primary   sites  

Monday   20th   -   Wednesday   22nd   July  Primary   schools   open   for:  
Key   worker   and   other   groups  
Years   2,   3,   4   and   5  

Monday   20th   -   Wednesday   22nd   July  Secondary   school   open   for:  
Key   worker   and   other   groups  
Year   10   and   Year   12   students   in   designated   “bubbles”  

Although   building   and   planning   work   will   be   going   on   throughout   the   summer   break,    JMAT   school   sites  
will   close   to   all   learners   at   the   end   of   the   day   on   Wednesday   22nd   July,2020.  

 

2. Our   Leavers  
 

As   we   prepare   to   welcome   more   students,   it   is   important   not   to   forget   that   several   groups   of   learners    across   our  
schools   will   be   leaving   their   current   schools   at   the   end   of   the   year.    Year   6   pupils   have   had   the   opportunity   to   go  
back   to   school   and   to   see   their   friends   and   teachers   again,   even   if   they   have   been   assigned   to   different   “bubbles”.  
We   know   that   there   has   been   excellent   a�endance   across   all   Year   6   classes   and   although   it   will   have   been  
different,   there   will   have   been   some   opportunity   for   fond   farewells.    We   wish   all   Years   6s   well   as   they   embark   on  
the   next   stage   of   their   educa�on,   whether   at   Stowupland   or   other   schools.  
 

Our   Year   11   and   Year   13   students   must   feel   like   the   many   graduates   who   are   now   comple�ng   their   courses  
without   the   rituals   and   celebra�ons   which   they   deserve.    There   will   be   Results   Days   -   and   details   have   been  
published   by   the   school   -   but   not   the   events   which   have   taken   place   in   previous   years.    We   will   hope   to   have  
contact   with   all   these   students   again   in   August   and   again   at   celebra�on   events   when   we   are   permi�ed   to   gather  
again.  
 

Results   and   Examina�ons   2020  
Stowupland,   along   with   all   schools   has   undertaken   a   rigorous   assessment   and   modera�on   process   in   line   with  
Ofqual   regula�ons   and   we   all   hope   that   pupils   will   be   appropriately   rewarded   in   August.    In   line   with   the  
Government   pledge,   all   GCSE   and   A-Level   students   will   have   the   op�on   of   taking   an   examina�on   in   the   Autumn  
Term   in   order   to   improve   on   a   grade   awarded.    Arrangements   are   in   the   process   of   being   published,   but   what   we  
know   so   far   is   as   follows:  
 

In   England   only,   there   will   be   a   full   series   of   GCE   A,   AS   and   GCSE   in   all   subjects   available   in   Autumn   2020.  
The   �metable   will   run   as   follows:  
 

● GCE   AS   and   A-level   examina�ons   start   on   Monday   5   October   and   finish   on   Friday   23   October.  
● GCSE   examina�ons   start   on   Monday   2   November   and   finish   on   Monday   23   November.  

 

The   deadlines   for   entry   are:  
● (GCE   AS   &   A-level)   –   4   September  
● GCSE   (except   English   Language   and   Mathema�cs)   –   18   September  
● GCSE   (English   Language   and   Mathema�cs)   –   4   October.  

 

Dr   Philip   Wright,   Director   General   of   JCQ   said:  
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“In   August,   we   will   be   celebra�ng   the   success   of   young   people   and   their   progression   to   the   next   stage   of   learning  
or   their   move   into   a   career.   The   grades   will   be   reflec�ve   of   what   they   might   have   achieved   had   they   been   able   to  
sit   their   exams   and   will   enable   them   to   move   on   to   the   next   phase   in   their   lives.   
 

“By   the   autumn,   many   young   people   will   have   entered   further   or   higher   educa�on   or   started   their   careers.    The  
autumn   series   will   be   available   for   young   people    for   who m   it   was   not   possible   to   issue   a   grade   or   who   wish   to  
improve   grades    based   on   taking   an   exam.    Full   details   on   the   autumn   series   will   be   available   shortly   from   the   exam  
boards.”  

 
On   Friday   10   July   at   10am,   the   Prime   Minister   gave   an   address   to   all  
school   leavers   which   was   broadcast   on    Facebook    and    YouTube .   
A   recording   of   the   address   is   available   to   view   on   both   pla�orms.  
 

 

 

3. Arrangements   for   September   2020  
It   is   the   Government’s   inten�on   for   all   pupils   to   be   back   to   school   in   September   and,   in   line   with   its   vision   and  
values,   the   Trust   supports   this   ambi�on.    Prolonged   absence   from   school   is   detrimental   both   academically   and  
socially   and,   for   some   learners,   we   know   that   it   has   affected   personal   health   and   well-being.  
 

However,   this   is   an   exercise   in   the   balance   of   risk.    It   is   important   to   balance   the   public   health   risks   in   the   short  
term   (related   to   the   transmission   of   the   virus)   with   longer   term   public   health   considera�ons.   If   children   lose   out  
on   educa�on,   this   can   have   an   impact   across   their   whole   lives   -   both   in   terms   of   economic   prosperity   and  
long-term   health.   The   bo�om   line   is   that   children   of   all   ages   benefit   hugely   from   being   at   school.  
 

The   System   of   Controls  
Looking   forward   to   September,   the   ac�ons   all   schools   (including   JMAT   schools)   must   take   in   order   to   create   the  
safest   possible   school   environment   are   divided   into   ‘preven�on’   and   ‘response   to   any   infec�on’.  
 

A.  Preven�on:  
1) minimise   contact   with   individuals   who   are   unwell   by   ensuring   that   those   who   have   coronavirus  

(COVID-19)   symptoms,   or   who   have   someone   in   their   household   who   does,   do   not   a�end   school  
2) clean   hands   thoroughly   more   o�en   than   usual  
3) ensure   good   respiratory   hygiene   by   promo�ng   the   ‘catch   it,   bin   it,   kill   it’   approach  
4) introduce   enhanced   cleaning,   including   cleaning   frequently   touched   surfaces   o�en,   using   standard  

products   such   as   detergents   and   bleach  
5) minimise   contact   between   individuals   and   maintain   social   distancing   wherever   possible  
6) where   necessary,   wear   appropriate   personal   protec�ve   equipment   (PPE)  

 

Numbers   1   to   4   must   be   in   place   in   all   schools,   all   the   �me.   Number   5   must   be   properly   considered   and   schools  
must   put   in   place   measures   that   suit   their   par�cular   circumstances.  
 

Number   6   applies   in   specific   circumstances.   
 

B.  Response   to   any   infec�on:  
7)  engage   with   the   NHS   Test   and   Trace   process  
8)  manage   confirmed   cases   of   coronavirus   (COVID-19)   amongst   the   school   community  
9)  contain   any   outbreak   by   following   local   health   protec�on   team   advice  

 

Numbers   7   to   9   will   be   followed   in   every   case   where   they   are   relevant.  
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https://www.facebook.com/borisjohnson?utm_source=8%20July%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
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The   Trust’s   lead   on   health   and   safety   is   our   newly   appointed   interim   Chief   Opera�ons   Officer,   Mrs   Paula  
Mendham.    Mrs   Mendham   has   wide   experience   of   MAT   working,   and   of   the   COO   role   in   par�cular,   and   will   be  
overseeing   all   arrangements.    There   may   well   be   further   developments   as   the   summer   progresses.  
 

Face   coverings  
With   the   change   to   legisla�on   regarding   the   wearing   of   face   masks   in   public   places,   we   have   sought   guidance   from  
the   Department   for   Educa�on   on   the   posi�on   in   schools.    The   advice   is   as   follows:  
 

“Public   Health   England   does   not   (based   on   current   evidence)   recommend   the   use   of   face   coverings   in   schools.  
This   evidence   will   be   kept   under   review.   They   are   not   required   in   schools   as   pupils   and   staff   are   mixing   in  
consistent   groups,   and   because   misuse   may   inadvertently   increase   the   risk   of   transmission.   There   may   also   be  
nega�ve   effects   on   communica�on   and   thus   educa�on.  
 

Face   coverings   may   be   beneficial   for   short   periods   indoors   where   there   is   a   risk   of   close   social   contact   with   people  
you   do   not   usually   meet   and   where   social   distancing   and   other   measures   cannot   be   maintained,   for   example   on  
public   transport   or   in   shops.”  

 
Further   informa�on   and   updates   on   September   2020   will   be   in   our   summer   newsle�er   which   will   be   published  
towards   the   end   of   August.  
 
 

4. Capital   Projects  
 

All   schools   in   the   Trust   have   benefited   from   the   comple�on   of   a   major   Broadband   Project.    New   lines   have   been  
installed   and   we   are   opera�ng   under   a   new   provider.    The   combined   impact   of   this   should   be   a   faster   and   more  
reliable   service.    We   have   also   already   taken   delivery   of   new   laptops   and   screens   which   are   being   set-up,   installed  
and   will   be   tested   well   in   advance   of   the   new   school   year.  
 

The   sixth   form   block   -   offering   post-16   courses   to   both   JMAT   and   other   students   -   is   progressing   in   leaps   and  
bounds.    It   may   be   possible   to   organise   some   socially-distanced   tours   in   the   la�er   part   of   August.   The   coach   park  
and   addi�onal   car   park   are   also   nearing   comple�on   and   the   car   park   will   include   electric   charge   points   providing  
a   valuable   community   facility.    Refurbishment   and   decora�ng   will   also   con�nue   over   the   summer.    Although  
planning   of   these   projects   preceded   COVID,   improvements   will   allow   the   “bubbles”   to   operate   more   comfortably.  
Hopefully,   pupils   and   students   will   no�ce   the   difference!  
 

We   are   also   pleased   to   hear    that   the   DfE   is   funding   nearly   500K   of   addi�onal   improvements   to   the   fabric   of   JMAT  
school   sites.   The   submissions   -   made   to   the   Condi�ons   Improvement   Fund   -   preceded   COVID   and   we   are   delighted  
that   the   projects   are   s�ll   able   to   go   ahead.  
 
 
And   finally   ……..  
 

Our   Trust   is   growing.    Following   a   commissioning   process,   we   are   pleased   to   be   working   in  
partnership   with   Suffolk   County   Council   to   develop   specialist   provision   at   two   schools   ini�ally.  
Mulberry   Mendlesham   and   Mulberry   Stowupland   are   scheduled   for   2021.    Please   read   more   by  
following   this   link:      Specialist   Units   update   -   May   2020   |   Community   Directory  
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