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The   Summer   Term   is   now   underway,    although   all   lines   seem   to   be   somewhat   blurred   at   the   moment!    JMAT  
schools   have   been   open   throughout   the   Easter   period   with   staff   opera�ng   in   teams   to   provide   both   on-site   and  
virtual   support.    Leaders   and   staff   across   all   Trust   schools   are   fully   commi�ed   to   keeping   their   schools   open   for   the  
dura�on   of   the   lockdown   to   provide   con�nuity   and   stability   for   learners   and   their   families.  
 

One   key   development   over   Easter   has   been   the   introduc�on   of   a   na�onal   system   of   vouchers   for   free   schools  
meals   run   by   Edenred.    The   new   system    has   certainly   had   a   few   teething   problems   by   all   accounts,    but   hopefully  
most   of   these   have   now   been   ironed   out.    Aldi   is   set   to   join   the   list   of   supermarkets   involved   in   the   scheme    (with  
effect   from   27th   April)   and   we   are   aware   that   there   are   discussions   going   on   with   other   well-known   providers.  
The   Government   has   also   broadened   the   criteria   for   eligibility   for   free   school   meals.    Further   details   are   on   page   3.  
 

Individual   schools   are   working   hard   to   maintain   contact   during   this   period   of   par�al   closure   and   can   be   contacted  
with   any   concerns   or   queries.    There   is   some   really   lovely   work   going   on   in   all   our   schools   and   we   have   enclosed   a  
few   photos   in   our   “Learning   Gallery”   to   capture   ac�vi�es   from   EYFS   through   to   Key   Stage   4.    If   you   would   like   to  
share   any   learning   experiences   going   on   at   home,   we   would   love   to   hear   from   you.   Please   email   pictures   (and  
cap�ons)   to:     enquiries@johnmiltonacademytrust.co.uk     for   inclusion   in   a   future   publica�on.  
 

We   hope   that   the   items   in   this   newsle�er   are   helpful.    If   there   is   any   other   informa�on   which   you   would   like   to  
receive   or   be   included,    please   do   not   hesitate   to   contact   us   at   :     enquiries@johnmiltonacademytrust.co.uk   
 

And   finally,   many   thanks   to   those   who   have   already   submi�ed   entries   for   the   “Gree�ngs   Card   “compe��on.    There  
is   s�ll   �me   to   enter   -   details   are   on   page   6.  
 

Best   wishes   
 

Kar��   Gri���  
On   behalf   of   the   John   Milton   Academy   Trust  
 

To   contact   the   Schools   or   Trust:  

 Email:    Tel:    Website:   

Bacton  admin@bacton-pri.suffolk.sch.uk  01449   781367  h�ps://bactonprimary.wpengine.com/  

Cedars   Park  admin@cedarspark.suffolk.sch.uk  01449   778230  h�ps://www.cedarspark.suffolk.sch.uk/  

Mendlesham  admin@mendleshamschool.org.uk  01449   766224  h�ps://www.mendlesham.suffolk.sch.uk/  

Stowupland  enquiries@stowuplandhighshool.co.uk  01449   674826  h�ps://www.stowuplandhighschool.co.uk/  

JMAT  enquiries@johnmiltonacademytrust.co.uk  01449   742422  h�ps://www.johnmiltonacademytrust.co.uk/  
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1. Media   Specula�on  
There   has   been   a   swirl   of   specula�on   in   the   press   about   schools   reopening.   However,   schools   remain   closed   un�l  
further   no�ce,   except   for   children   of   cri�cal   workers   and   the   most   vulnerable   children   and   they   will   only   re-open  
when   the   scien�fic   advice   indicates   it   is   the   right   �me   to   do   so.  
 

Gavin   Williamson,   the   Secretary   of   State   for   Educa�on   has   stated   this   week:  
 

“ People   are   anxious   to   know   when   we   are   going   to   relax   restric�ons   and   when   schools   are   likely   to   be   fully   back  
and   open   again.   Of   course,   I   want   nothing   more   than   to   get   schools   back   to   normal,   make   sure   that   children   are  
sat   around   learning   and   experiencing   the   joy   of   being   at   school.   But   I   can’t   give   you   a   date,   because   before   we   do,  
we   need   to   meet   five   tests:  
  

1. First,   we   must   protect   the   NHS’s   ability   to   cope   and   be   sure   that   it   can   con�nue   to   provide   cri�cal  
care   and   specialist   treatment   right   across   the   whole   of   the   UK.  

2. Second,   we   need   to   see   the   daily   death   rates   from   coronavirus   coming   down.  
3. Third,   we   need   to   have   reliable   data   that   shows   the   rate   of   infec�on   is   decreasing   to   manageable  

levels.  
4. Fourth,   we   need   to   be   confident   that   tes�ng   capacity   and   PPE   are   being   managed,   with   supply  

able   to   meet   not   just   today’s   demand,   but   future   demand.  
5. And,   fi�h,   and   perhaps   most   crucially,   we   need   to   be   confident   any   changes   we   do   make   will   not  

risk   a   second   peak   of   infec�ons.”  
 

Although   all   schools   are   monitoring   current   learning,   leaders   and   teachers    are   thinking   ahead   and   planning   for   a  
“recovery   phase”.    When   the   �me   is   right,   and   it   is   safe   to   reopen   schools,   we   want   to   be   able   to    provide   the   best  
possible   quality   of   educa�on   and   care   from   day   1.     Through   force   of   circumstance,   schools   had   very   li�le   no�ce   of  
closure;   we   would   like   to   think   that   proac�ve   planning   now   will   ensure   a    smooth   transi�on   and   accelerated  
progress   for   all   our   learners   in   the   months   to   come.  
 

2. Free   School   Meals  
Edenred   System  
The   na�onal   ini�a�ve   has   not   been   plain   sailing   to   operate.    Please   find   below   sugges�ons   from   a   parent   and  
teacher   who   have   managed   to   navigate   the   system   successfully:  
 

1. Open   the   Email   received   from   EdenRed   (there   is   no   date   to   suggest   which   week   voucher)  
2. Copy   the   code   in   the   email  
3. Click   redeem  
4. Wait   to   be   transferred   in   the   queue   -   this   screen   counts   down   and   keeps   refreshing   (best   not   touched!)  
5. Once   transferred   paste   the   code   in   as   directed.  
6. Scroll   down   the   screen   to   select   voucher   type   (shop   preference)  
7. Type   in   voucher   value   and   add   to   basket  
8. Await   green   bar   indica�ng   it   has   been   successfully   added  
9. Await   voucher   via   email   (this   can   take   up   to   24   hours)  
10. The   voucher   will   come   with   a   bar   code   and   serial   number   to   use   in   store   from   phone   or   printable.  

 

The   system   is   o�en   busy   and   we’re   advised   that   Sunday   evening   appears   to   be   a   good   �me   to   download   vouchers.  
Please   note-   the   vouchers   (from   Edenred)   are   only   valid   for   4   weeks,   so   it   is   important   to   redeem   them   when   you  
get   them   (check   back   through   your   emails   and   SPAM).    The   shop   voucher,   once   downloaded,    is   then   usually   valid  
for   12   months   or   more.    Schools   have   now   been   given   more   flexibility   in   uploading   requests,   so   vouchers   can   be  
sent   fortnightly   but   doubled   in   value.    Keep   checking   your   emails.    If   you   think   you   have   missed   any   vouchers  
please   contact   your   school.  
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If   the   system   is   proving   too   complicated   or   difficult,   we   are   able   to   “top-up”   the   gi�cards   originally   issued   (Asda   or  
Tesco)   and   have   a   few   spares   as   well.     The   top-up   would   have   to   be   done   by   the   Trust,   rather   than   individual  
schools.    If   you   are   in   this   situa�on,   please   contact:      enquiries@johnmiltonacademytrust.co.uk   
 
 

Extending    Eligibility  
On   Tuesday,     the   Government   announced   a   temporary   extension   of   FSM   eligibility   (subject   to   condi�ons   for  
children   from   the   following   groups   who   have   no   recourse   to   public   funds   (NRPF),   during   the   period   of   the  
COVID-19   outbreak:  
 

● children   of   Zambrano   carers  
● children   of   families   with   no   recourse   to   public   funds   with   a   right   to   remain   in   the   UK   on   grounds   of   private  

and   family   life   under   Ar�cle   8   of   the   European   Conven�on   on   Human   Rights  
● children   of   families   receiving   support   under   Sec�on   17   of   the   Children   Act   1989   who   are   also   subject   to   a  

no   recourse   to   public   funds   restric�on  
● children   of   families   supported   under   Sec�on   4   of   the   Immigra�on   and   Asylum   Act   1999  

 

If   you   feel   you   may   now   be   part   of   this   broader   group,   please   contact   your   child’s   school.   
 
 

3. Talking   to   Children   about   COVID-19:   Ten   Top   Tips  
The   JMAT   staff   family   has   been   affected   by   coronavirus   and   many   children   and   families   may   also   be   experiencing  
the   anxiety   first   hand.    Our   partners   in   the   Hackney   Learning   Trust   have   produced   some   “top   �ps”   in   talking   to  
children   -   par�cularly   younger   children)   about   the   present   situa�on.   
 

1)   Manage   your   own  
feelings   

Understandably,   this   is   a   worrying   topic   for   a   lot   of   adults   too.    Therefore,   prior   to  
discussing   this   with   your   child,   discuss   your   worries   with   trusted   adult   family  
members   or   friends.    This   will   enable   you   to   discuss   the   topic   more   calmly   with  
your   child.   
 

Coronavirus   is   a   really   hot   topic   of   conversa�on   at   the   moment.    But   try   to   avoid  
having   adult   discussions   about   Coronavirus   in   front   of   children.    Too   much   exposure  
to   a   topic   can   lead   to   increased   worry.   

2)   Plan   a   �me   to   discuss  
the   topic   with   your   child   

To   help   give   your   child   �me   to   process   the   discussion,   pick   a   �me   where   you   are  
not   under   �me   pressure.    Raise   the   topic   in   a   place   where   you   are   both   relaxed,  
such   as   at   home.   

3)   Find   out   what   your  
child   knows   already   

If   you   wish   to   discuss   Coronavirus   with   your   child,   start   by   asking   them   what   they  
have   heard   already   about   the   topic.    This   means   you   can   gauge   your   child’s   exis�ng  
level   of   awareness   and   any   misconcep�ons   you   may   need   to   address.   

4)   Keep   discussions  
centred   on   the   present  
situa�on   

When   talking   with   children   about   Coronavirus,   talk   about   what   is   happening   now,  
as   opposed   to   discussing   things   that   may   poten�ally   happen   in   the   future.    This  
avoids   leading   to   increased   feelings   of   anxiety.  

5)   Keep   the   discussion  
developmentally  
appropriate   

Ensure   that   you   consider   your   child’s   age   and   needs   when   deciding   what   to   say.    If  
you   have   children   of   different   ages,   you   may   prefer   to   discuss   this   separately   with  
each   of   them.    Keep   your   explana�on   short,   and   then   be   led   by   their   ques�ons.  
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For   very   young   children,   you   might   want   to   simply   say   that   there   are   some   nasty  
germs   around   and   we   need   to   be   extra   careful   to   wash   our   hands   well.   

6)   Reassure   your   child  
that   adults   are   keeping  
them   safe   

Feeling   that   adults   have   responsibility   for   managing   this   issue   can   help   children   feel  
safer.    Examples   to   share   with   your   children   might   include   how   you   are   making   sure  
there   is   soap   at   home   to   wash   their   hands   properly   with.    Plus,   explaining   to   them  
that   we   have   doctors   and   nurses   who   know   how   to   look   a�er   people,   if   they   get  
poorly.   

7)   Focus   on   ac�ons   that  
your   child   can   take  

Taking   ac�ons   that   increase   our   control   over   a   situa�on   help   us   and   our   children  
feel   more   relaxed.    We   are   told   that   the   most   sensible   ac�on   for   children   to   focus  
on   is   hand   washing.    Perhaps   they   could   make   a   poster   to   put   up   in   the   bathroom,  
to   remind   the   family   to   wash   their   hands.    Alterna�vely,   they   could   make   up   a   silly  
song   to   sing   whilst   hand   washing,   to   ensure   the   family   wash   their   hands   for   long  
enough.   

8)   Ensure   that   your   child  
knows   that   they   can  
come   to   you   with   their  
ques�ons   and   feelings  

This   is   a   topic   that   is   both   worrying   and   changing.    Therefore,   it   is   helpful   to  
specifically   let   your   child   know   that   they   can   come   to   you   at   any   �me   to   talk   about  
this   topic   further.   

9)   Have   a   safe   end   to   the  
conversa�on   

To   help   your   child   feel   relaxed   again,   direct   their   a�en�on   to   a   topic   or   ac�vity   that  
does   not   have   nega�ve   feelings   linked   to   it   a�er   the   conversa�on   (such   as   asking  
them   what   they   would   like   for   dinner   or   what   game   they   would   like   to   play   with  
you   now).   

10)   Consider   your   child’s  
exposure   to   the   media  

Older   children   may   wish   to   research   this   topic   further.     Direct   them   to   appropriate  
informa�on   aimed   at   children,   such   as   CBBC   Newsround.    Try   to   encourage   them  
not   to   research   the   topic   too   o�en.   

 

A   list   of   organisa�ons   that   you   can   contact   for   further   help   and   support   can   be   found   on   the   JMAT   website:  
www.johnmiltonacademytrust.co.uk   
 

4. Learning   Gallery:    JMAT   ac�vi�es   
 

 
 

Bacton   Primary   -   social   distancing   parachute   games   and   a   very   lovely   ladybird   tending   to   the   garden!  
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Cedars   Park   -   lego   space   world   and   the   spring   garden  
 
 

  

Mendlesham   Primary   School   -   rainbows   for   the   NHS   
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Stowupland   -   Bird   boxes   and   Origami  
 
 
Gree�ngs   Card   Compe��on  
Please   con�nue   to   send   in   your   entries.    They   should   be   inspired   by   your   garden,   or   the   view   from   your   window,  
and    can   be    black   and   white   or   colour.    Please   submit   your   design   on   paper   size   A4   and   include   your   name   and   the  
name   of   your   school.    Send    to:  

JMAT   Centre  
Church   Road  
Stowupland  
Stowmarket  

IP14   4BQ  
 

Closing   date:    Thursday   April   30th,   2020  
 

Winning   entries   will   be   printed   professionally   and   used   across   the   Trust.  

 
5. Virtual   visits   and   live   webcams   
 

A   selec�on   of   virtual   visits   to   museums,   zoos,   theme   parks   and   more   ...  

  
Zoos   and   aquariums  

h�ps://www.montereybayaquarium.org/animals/live-cams  

h�ps://www.houstonzoo.org/explore/webcams/  

h�ps://aqua.org/media/virtualtours/bal�more/index.html  

h�ps://kids.sandiegozoo.org/videos  

h�ps://www.edinburghzoo.org.uk/webcams/  

h�ps://www.mangolinkcam.com/webcams/zoos/zoo-london.html  

h�ps://www.georgiaaquarium.org/webcam/beluga-whale-webcam/  

Chester   zoo   are   planning   virtual   tours   via   their   facebook   site  
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Museums  

h�ps://bri�shmuseum.withgoogle.com/  

Space   centre    -     h�ps://oh.larc.nasa.gov/oh/     h�ps://www.nasa.gov/glennvirtualtours    plus  
an   app   with   addi�onal   experiences     h�ps://spacecenter.org/app/  

Van   Gogh   museum    -  
h�ps://artsandculture.google.com/streetview/van-gogh-museum-groundfloor/2QHwyv_Y6 
gueAw?hl=en&sv_lng=4.8808198&sv_lat=52.3585336&sv_h=-19.92648221949179&sv_p=- 
14.958125813166376&sv_pid=T4EwMNbRYOhcEPF8T1I8xw&sv_z=1  

Va�can    -  
h�p://www.museiva�cani.va/content/museiva�cani/en/collezioni/musei/tour-virtuali-elen 
co.html h�ps://www.guggenheim.org/collec�on-online  

h�ps://www.womenshistory.org/womens-history/online-exhibits   
h�ps://www.womenshistory.org/resources/general/rosie-riveter-oral-histories  

 
Theme   Parks  

h�ps://www.visitorlando.com/en/things-to-do/virtual-tours/seaworld-orlando  

h�ps://www.legoland.dk/en/accommoda�on/hotel-legoland/virtual-tour/  

h�ps://disneyparks.disney.go.com/blog/2018/03/disney-parks-launches-first-ever-360-deg 
ree-panoramas-on-google-street-view/  

 
Castles   

h�ps://disneyparks.disney.go.com/blog/2018/03/disney-parks-launches-first-ever-360-deg 
ree-panoramas-on-google-street-view/  

h�ps://www.hedinghamcastle.co.uk/filming/virtual-tour/  

h�p://www.3dmekanlar.com/en/3d-castles.html    -   lots   of   other   global   landmarks   also   on  
this   site  

h�ps://www.irelandbeforeyoudie.com/a-360-virtual-tour-of-seven-incredible-irish-castles/  

 
Wonders   of   the   world  

h�p://www.panoramas.dk/7-wonders/  

h�ps://www.airpano.com/360photo/Seven_Wonders/    -   lots   to   choose   from   here   and   it   is  
interac�ve   in   places  

 
Further   afield?  

h�ps://www.nasa.gov/mul�media/nasatv/iss_ustream.html  

h�ps://www.n2yo.com/space-sta�on/  

h�ps://explore.org/livecams/zen-den/interna�onal-space-sta�on  

 

6. And   Finally…..  

Many   thanks   to   subject   teams   at   Stowupland   for   dona�ng   PPE   equipment  
(eye   protec�on   and   visors)   to   the   East   Suffolk   and   North   Essex   NHS   Trust.  
 

Congratula�ons   also   to   Leila   (Mendlesham   Primary)   for   reaching   the   first  
round   of   shortlis�ng   for   the   BBC’s   500   Words   2020   compe��on.   
Well   done   Leila!  
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