
 
Curriculum Overview EYFS 

Planning in the EYFS is flexible enough to be driven by the interests and abilities of the pupils and provides opportunities for exploring themes through child-initiated 

play and adult-directed activities.  All learning is underpinned by the Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning. 

  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic All about me 
Autumn/Harvest 

Autumn 
Seasonal change 

Space 
Our world 

Lunar New Year 

Traditional tales 
Growing 

Staying healthy and 
safe 

Minibeasts 
Holidays 

Key texts 
including Talk for 

Writing 

(T4W) 

Foundation 
Phonics 2 weeks 

Little Red Hen 2 
weeks 

 
We’re Going on a 

Bear Hunt 2 
weeks 

 
We’re Going on a 
Pumpkin Hunt 1 

week 

 

Diwali 1 week 

 
Owl Babies 2 weeks 

 
Stickman 2 weeks 

 
Christmas 2 weeks 

 

Whatever Next 3 
weeks 

 
How to Catch a Star 

2 weeks 

 
Lunar new year 1 

week 

 

The Three Little 
Pigs 2 weeks 

 
Jack and the 

Beanstalk 2 weeks 

 
Easter 1 week 

 

Handa’s surprise 
3 weeks 

 
People who Help 

Us (poems) 2 
weeks 

 
Clothes Lines 

Clues…the Jobs 
People Do 2 

weeks 

 

Lifecycle of a 
Butterfly 3 weeks 

 
Rosie’s Holiday 3 

weeks 

 

Communication 
and language/​

Literacy  
 

Little Wandle Phonics 

Listening games 
Hearing sounds in 

words​
Blending and sound 
talking/segmenting 

Blending, segmenting 
and learning digraphs 

​
Writing CVC words 

Labelling 

Learning digraphs and 
trigraphs 

​
Labels, lists, captions 
and simple sentences 

Consolidating sounds​
Building sentences​

Independent writing - 
lists, captions 

Reading and writing 
CVCC and CCVC 

words 
Independent writing 

– sentences 

Non-fiction writing 
 

Writing stories 
 

Poetry 



DSR Initial sounds 
Rhyming​

Retelling stories 
Following 

instructions/recipe 
Role play: Little Red 
Hen, bakery/kitchen 

 

Common exception words 
 

Retelling ​
stories 

Role play eg.: Bonfire 
Night, Diwali house, 

Owl Babies, Mud 
Kitchen, Christmas 

post 

 
Instructions 

 
Role play: Whatever 
Next, Space station, 

Lunar New Year 
house, Chinese Zodiac 

​
Information texts 

 
Role play: Traditional 

Tales, Garden 
centre/flower shop 

 
Poetry 

 
Role play: Zoo vets, 
Fruit and Veg shop 

Emergency 
services, hospital, 

dentist 
 
 

 
DSR​

 
Role play: 

Entomologists/scienti
sts, Seaside shops 

Maths​
Number​

​
Numerical Patterns 

Shape, Space and 
Measure 

See NCETM Mastering Number programme 

SSM: Talk about 
Measure and 

Patterns 

SSM: Circles and 
Triangles​

Shapes with 4 sides 

SSM: Mass and 
Capacity​

Length, Height and 
Time 

SSM: Explore 3D 
shapes 

SSM: Manipulate, 
Compose, 

Decompose 

SSM: Visualise, 
Build and Map 

Physical 
development 

 
PE and gross/fine 

motor skills 
 

Parachute ​
Woodland Learning​
Fine motor strength, 

using tools 
Correct pencil grip 

Dance​
Woodland Learning​

Learning letter 
formations​

 

Boccia​
Woodland Learning​

Improving letter 
formations 

Gymnastics​
Woodland Learning​

Continue handwriting 
practice 
Drawing 

Mini Games 
(Striking and 

Fielding)​
Woodland Learning ​
Number formation  
Fluency in writing 

Athletics​
Woodland Learning​

Writing on lines​
Sports day 

PSED 
Building relationships 

Managing Self 
Self-​

regulation 

Jigsaw​
Being me in my 

World​
​

Learning rules and 
routines ​

Being independent​
 

Jigsaw​
Celebrating differences​

​
Growing in confidence 

Jigsaw​
Dreams and goals​

​
Respecting others 

Celebrating diversity 
 

Caring for our 
environment 

Jigsaw​
Healthy me​

​
How have I grown? 
What am I good at?​
Personal challenges 

Jigsaw​
Relationships​

​
Emergency services​

Healthy choices​
Road safety 
Online safety 

 

Jigsaw​
Changing me​

​
​
 

Transition​
 

Understanding 
the world 

 
The World 

 
Past and Present 

 
People, Culture 

and communities 

Our bodies​
Past and present 

events​
Special people​
Forest school/​

seasonal changes 
 

Farming 
 

Children across the 
world 

Forest school/​
seasonal changes  

 
Fireworks​

​
Remembrance​

​
Christmas 

 
Diwali - Festival of light​

​
How do religions 

celebrate New Year? 
 

Freezing/melting 

Lunar New Year 
Chinese Zodiac: The 

Great Race​
​

Space​
​

Forest school/​
seasonal changes 

 
Floating/sinking 

 
Recycling 

 

Easter Celebrations 
 

How do Christians 
celebrate Easter?​

​
Traditional Tales from 

other cultures​
​

Forest school/​
seasonal changes 

 
Growing – seeds, 
beans, plants of a 

plant 

Africa 
 

Growing – ME, past 
and present​

​
Healthy food 

choices​
​

Food from around 
the world​

​
Maps 

​
Police/People who 

help us visit 

Lifecycles​
​

Minibeasts and 
Habitats​

​
Seaside: Past and 

Present​
​

My holiday 
experiences​

​
Forest school/​

seasonal changes 
 



​
 

Vehicles: Past and 
Present 

Expressive, art 
and design 

Self-portraits​
Family portraits 

Creating 
versions/representat

ions of ourselves  
(eg. playdough, 

pebbles, peg 
people) 

Nursery rhymes 
Colour mixing 

Salt dough 
bread/bakery 
Making bread 

 

Large scale paintings 
(fireworks, owls) 
Feather patterns 

Loose parts artwork 
(autumn)​

Performing in front of 
an audience - Nativity​

Christmas show/church 
service 

Mendhi (Diwali) 
Christmas craft 

Textures - rough, hard, 
smooth, soft 

 
Chinese zodiac – art, 
puppet shows, music 

 
Junk modelling/​

construction-recycling 
 

Materials-recycling 

Large scale creations 
(linked to stories) 

 
Construction: houses 

and homes 
 

Seeds and natural 
objects artwork 

 
Easter crafts 

Sketching/still life 
drawing fruits​

​
Re-telling stories to 
a wider audience​

 

Clay minibeasts 
Reviewing and 

improving: butterfly 
sketches 

“Under the Sea” scenes 
Wax resist 

 

Music: Exploring Sound 
 

Music: 
Celebration Music 

 

Music: Music and 
Movement 

Music: Musical 
Stories 

Music: Transport Music: Big Band 

 


