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Welcome to the Oxlip 
Learning Partnership 
Newsletter for Parents 
and Carers:  Spring 2026 
 
 

 
Staff and pupils from Bacton Primary with Barbara the ewe and her lamb  Image: Lucy Taylor, EADT 
 

 

In this Edition: 
 

• Key Messages 

o Online Safety – dealing 
with upsetting content 

o Every Day at School 
Matters 

o SEND – Suffolk Local 
Offer 

• Governance Spotlight … 

• News from our Schools 

  

As we approach the end of the Spring Term and cautiously 
celebrate a turn in the weather, we would again like to thank 
parents/carers and all our pupils for continuing to contribute 
to positive attendance figures across our schools.  Regular 
attendance is one of the biggest factors in your child's success 
at school and we are pleased to say that all our schools are at 
or above the National average for attendance. 
 

Secondly, we have introduced a new section highlighting our 
fantastic volunteer governance teams.  The first spotlight is on 
Kathy Ramsden, our newest Trustee and current Chair of the 
Local Board at Rose Hill Primary. 
 

Thirdly, it has been another event filled Term at all our 
schools, with activities and achievements aplenty.  Please do 
take time to read about all the schools in our Trust. 
 

Finally, we hope that you enjoy our Spring Term Newsletter 
providing a snap-shot of the news and activities that have 
taken place across our Trust.  
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Key Messages 
 
Online Safety: Dealing with Upsetting Content 
 

Raising children in the digital age seems to be getting tougher, with the world 
experiencing so many uncertainties.  The guidance and advice on page 4 provides 
some help in discussing upsetting events with children and young people. 
 
 
 
 

Every Day at School Matters 
Did you know?  Regular attendance is one of the biggest factors in your child's 
success at school. 
 
Why it matters: 

• Lessons build on each other – missing days creates gaps in learning 
• Friendships and confidence grow through daily connections 
• Good attendance habits now set your child up for life 

 

📞📞 Contact your school:  We're here to help  

If your child is finding it hard to come to school, please talk to your child’s school 
straight away.  We won't judge – we'll listen and work with you to find solutions that 
work for your family. 
 

💬💬 Conversation starter:  

Ask your child: "What was the best thing about being at school today?" 
 
 
 
 

Belonging Together in Suffolk for SEND 
families 
Suffolk County Council and partners will be holding three 
events for parents, carers and children and young people with 
SEND. 
 
You are welcome to join them for free teas, coffees, cakes, stalls and the opportunity to speak with a variety of 
organisations around SEND in the community. 
 
The dates of the events will be: 

• 22 April 2026: 1 - 6pm  The Mix Stowmarket. 

• 29 April 2026: 1 - 6pm  The Battery, Lowestoft. 

• 6 May 2026: 12 - 5pm  Kesgrave Community Centre. 
 
Please keep an eye on the Suffolk Local Offer website for updates and booking information. 
 
 

 

https://www.suffolklocaloffer.org.uk/news-and-developments/latest-news/belonging-together-in-suffolk-for-send-families
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Governance Spotlight:   
Kathy 
Ramsden 
Kathy is our newest 
Trustee, with a long 
history of being 
involved in education 
and governance. Here, 
Kathy reflects on what 
has shaped her life … 
 

Kathy worked in Education for all of her career, 
having qualified as a teacher in 1978 and held 
positions as Head of Maths, teaching up to A 
Level, Assistant Principal (achievement) and 
Director of Learning.  Kathy also worked for GCET 
establishing the data systems when the Trust first 
started. 
 
On retirement, Kathy became a governor and has 
served on Copleston High School’s board and is 
now the Chair of the Local Advisory Board at Rose 
Hill Primary.  Kathy became a Trustee on the Trust 
Board in December 2025. 

 
If my career had not been in education, I would have 
become …  I wanted to be a nurse all through school 
and only at the last minute decided I wanted to teach. 
I started off wanting to teach Primary and ended up 
teaching A level! 

 
 
My sources of joy are … 
• My family – especially my grandchildren.  
• Walking particularly beach walks – I have a beach 

hut at Felixstowe which also gives me peace and 
quiet unless the family all invade, but I love that 
too. 

• Reading and sewing – I have a sewing room which 
is my little haven of peace. 

• Swimming – regularly swim all year round in David 
Lloyd pool, also in the sea but only in the summer! 

• Finishing the daily cryptic crossword and number 
puzzles. 

 
When things get tough I …  Retreat to the sewing 
room with a cup of tea and Classic FM.  Also use my 
swimming time as thinking time as lane swimming is 
very tedious otherwise! 
 
The book I wish everyone would read …  The Boy, the 
Mole, the Fox and the Horse by Charlie Mackesy.  
Reads at many levels and makes me reflect. 
 
The thing that motivates me most of all …  Helping 
others to achieve their potential – their success is my 
success. 
 
I’d like to tell my younger self …  Never 
underestimate yourself – have the confidence to 
reach for what you want. 

 

News from our Schools: 
 

As we write, Forty-five KS2 pupils are eagerly anticipating a trip to 
Wembley Stadium on Friday night (27 March) to watch England play 
Uruguay in a friendly match that evening. The 1am anticipated arrival time 
back in Ipswich will not cause any problems as the next morning is the start 
of the Easter holidays! 

 
This follows on from a term of tremendous sporting participation and success which has led to our Year 6s making 
it through to the national finals of the Dodgeball Competition taking place next term.  
 
This is in addition to success for all participating year groups in the recent Gymnastics Competition at Hadleigh 
Stars Gymnastics Club which saw our team of KS1 pupils attain first place! We also sent forty KS2 pupils to 
participate in the annual cross-country competition at Holbrook School. 
 

Meanwhile we are delighted that Britannia has been only the fourth school in the entire country to be awarded 
the prestigious accolade of Talk for Reading Showcase school. This will allow other school to visit us to observe 
our approach taken to the highly effective teaching of reading using the particular approach advocated by the 
scheme’s highly regarded architect, Pie Corbett. 
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The Spring term has been a busy time for the pupils at Cedars Park, with the school 
calendar, as always, being packed with a host of exciting activities. Children in KS2 took 
part in an U9 Athletics Festival back in January: there were a number of stand-out 
performances, particularly in shot put. Later this week, students will be taking part in the 
U11 Swimming gala at the local leisure centre - we know they'll make the school proud!  
 
World Book Day saw the children enjoying their reading with parents in school, as well as 
some children visiting Cedrus House, the local care home, to read to the residents as part 

of 'World Read Aloud Day'. Caribbean Steel Pan workshops amazed the children last month, with the whole 
school enjoying a dance to the rhythm! Recently, Year 5 pupils loved their annual 'Space Sleepover' at the school, 
where a highlight was the travelling Planetarium.  
 
School Councillors put the local MP, Dr Prinsley, to the test in their recent Q&A during his visit to the school, and 
Young Carers at the school came together as a community to meet and support each other as part of Young 
Carers Action Day. 
 
 
 

Bacton and Mendlesham Primary Schools were filled with 
smiles and celebration as we welcomed mums and special ladies 
into school for a marvellous Mother’s Day event.  Families 
enjoyed a wonderful afternoon tea, complete with delicious 
home baked cakes by Heads of Kitchen Wendy and Sam.  
 

  

As part of our World Book Day celebrations, 
children were thrilled to learn about renowned 
children’s and young adult author Bali Rai - best 
known for writing powerful, engaging stories that 
explore themes such as identity, diversity, 
multicultural Britain, friendship, family and social 
justice.  His books often draw on his British 
Punjabi/Sikh heritage, giving pupils an authentic 
window into different lived experiences and 
broadening their understanding of the world. 
 
Bacton also welcomed an ewe and her lamb into 
school.  Children were fascinated as they learned 
how to care for the animals, asked thoughtful 
questions and explored what they need to stay healthy.  The visit created a wonderful real-life learning 
opportunity, helping children understand not only how to look after living things, but also where some of our 
food comes from and how farming plays an important role in our local community. 
 
 
 

This term at Rose Hill, we enjoyed taking part in Red Nose Day, with children 
invited to come in with funny hair for money, bringing plenty of smiles across 
the school.  We also celebrated World Book Day, where pupils loved reading 
and sharing their favourite stories together.  
 

Our recent parent maths course, run by Realise Futures, was fully booked—with a waiting list! Parents worked 
alongside their children and discovered helpful strategies to support learning at home, making it a hugely positive 
and well-received event. 
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It has been another very busy term at Copleston with lots of opportunities to 
celebrate some very talented students.  Our school production of ‘Legally Blonde 
Jr’ was full of energy, with a cast made up of students from across the school and 
some incredible singing, dancing and acting.   

 

Our top musicians performed superbly in 
front of a visiting panel of judges for our first 
ever Young Musician of the Year competition 
and a team of Sixth Formers won the Rotary 
Club Youth Speaks competition against other 
local schools.   
 
At the time of writing, our academy girls’ 
basketball team are about to play in the 
national finals after a nail-biting semi-final 
where they showed impressive resilience to 
come from behind and take the win at the 
very end of the game.  Every form in Years 7-
10 recently recorded a performance of the 
poem ‘Have you Earned Your Tomorrow’ and 
we had some incredibly creative and enthusiastic entries, with the winning form classes being announced in our 
upcoming achievement assemblies.   
 

We have also welcomed numerous speakers and visitors to inspire our students or to support staff development, 
many of whom comment on the excellent behaviour and attitudes of our students. 
 
 
 

This has been an exciting term at Stowupland High School. We started the term with 
two celebration events for students and parents (one for KS3, one for KS4) to 
commemorate the students earning the most merits and golden tickets in the Autumn 
Term.  Year 11 have completed their second set of mock examinations, and we 
welcomed the team from 'Maximise your Potential' to help Year 11 prepare for their 
exams.   
 
At half term, 26 students enjoyed a memorable ski trip to Folgaria in Italy, whilst earlier 
this month, 26 students went to the Phoenix Theatre in London to see Stranger Things -     
The First Shadow.  

 

Notable sporting successes are an 8-0 win by the Year 9 Girls' football team against Ixworth High School and 
bronze medals for the U15 girls' team in the Suffolk Schools futsal finals.  Finally, we are very much looking 
forward to our production of 'Fame Jr' taking place at the end of term - the cast and crew have worked incredibly 
hard and it promises to be a superb show. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Trust Contact Details: 
 

Telephone: 
Ipswich Campus 01473 277243 
Mid-Suffolk Campus 01449 742422 
 

Email:   mail@oxlip.uk 
 

Website:  www.oxlip.uk 

mailto:mail@oxlip.uk
http://www.oxlip.uk/
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